
Amy Uthus
I draw on my love for the beauty of light interacting with porcelain and my 
veneration of vast landscapes to create luminous works of art. My work is ripe 
for wonder. Wonder provides a direct connection to our primal spirituality, 
which so often gets buried in our busy, minutiae-filled lives. The goal of my 
work is to re-awaken in viewers the inherent need we all harbor to feel part of a 
larger whole – and then provide sustenance for this need.
 
Like many others throughout history who have been seduced by porcelain’s 
thrall, I relish the challenge of transforming “dirt” into a material so translucent 
one can easily discern color through it. I have spent countless hours research-
ing the chemical analysis of each ingredient in my clay body, developing new 
methods to slip cast ultra thin panels and vessel walls, and carefully document-
ing each kiln that is fired. I have studied the material to such an extent, and my 
love for it is so transparent, that one of my closest friends calls me a Porcelain 
Junkie. I own the title proudly!

Artist Statement Biography
Amy Uthus is an independent  
artist located in the Des Moines, 
Iowa, area. She enjoys teaching about 
the magic of clay and collaborating 
with others in addition to working 
on her own studio practice.

Amy earned a BA, magna cum laude, 
from North Dakota State University 
in art and English. She earned her 
MFA in ceramics from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Dartmouth in 
2012. She is the recipient of many 
awards and honors, including an 
Iowa Arts Council Project Grant and 
an Alumni Achievement Award for 
early career success from North 
Dakota State University.

Recently, Amy was the inaugural 
Artist-in-Residence and Education 
Coordinator at RDG Dahlquist Art 
Studio in Des Moines, IA. She has 
also been a Student Resident at the 
International Ceramics Studio (Kec-
skemét, Hungary), and an Artist-In-
Residence at Guldagergaard 
International Ceramics Research 
Center (SkælskØr, Denmark).

Her work has been exhibited widely 
across the United States and is held 
in the permanent collection of the 
International Ceramics Studio, the 
Williston, ND, Community Library, 
and numerous private homes.


